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more generally complained of, 
and yet ſo generally practiſec 


proach of our degenerate Age. It therefore 


1 1 | theſe 


| 8 5 e | 


A ſeek their « own, — 
= HERE Is Hats: any thing 


by all forts of Men, as an in- 
ordinate ſeeking their own D 
private temporal Intereſt. All 
ne ready to condemn it, though but few can 
jultify themſelves from partaking, in ſome 
meaſure, of the Guilt of it. This is the Root 
of all our Evils, of our perſonal Injuries and 
publick Miſchiefs, of that Contempt of God 
and his holy Worſhip, and of thaſs notorious 
Violations of all the 0 and Rules of Religi- 

on and Conſcience, which are the juſt Re- 


highly becomes and behoves us to do all we 
em, in our ſeveral Stations, to extirpate ſo 
——_— Vice, which hath thus over-run the 
neyard of the Lord, and brought forth ſach 
fernicious Fruit: For this Cauſe I have choſen 


— 1 6 — 
” z pi Sch r 
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4 I !he Sin am Miſchief 
theſe Words of the Apoſtle for the Subject of 
my preſent Diſcourſe, 'All [ſeek their own. — 
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II. Propound ſome Arguments and Conſide- 
rations, which may be proper to diſſuade 
us from this moſt unehriſtian Pragice, | 


| 4 : 1 en 
9 . * Þ 14 o 2 1 a | 4 I 


I I I ſhall explain the Nature of the Sin, 
- which St. Paul complains of in the Text; 4. 


ferk their own, their own” Th their own 
Profit, Pleaſure, Credit, or Advancement, 
ſome private ſecular Intereſt of their own, 

Todo this, is not abſolutely unlawful. A Man 
Is not obliged to lay aſide all Regard to hin- 
felt, never to have any Aim at the Improve- 
ment of his Eſtate and Condition in the 

World, or to refuſe all the moſt fair Opportu- 


ANUaities of gratifying his own innocent Inclinati- 


=. ſeeking of our own Things, our own pr 


ons and Affections. We are to make the Love 
of ourſelves the Rule and Meaſure of our Love 
to others; and therefore we may, yea anc 
ought to have ſome Reſpect to our own In 
' tereſt, even ſuch as may be a fit Pattern for ut 
in ſeeking the Good of others. However, there 


vate temporal Intereſt, which is very finful 
and juſtly condemned in the Text ; of which 
1 ſhall conſider theſe following | Inftances 
When we ſeek our own Things, — a du 
Wu RR epar 


N 5 . 
8 N MEAS 
2 69 * 3514 b 


out à due 


9 8 
n * F 


9 „* ROE POTRIT 2 | 


* * 


N Lai! 
. 5 40 "th up 
ON” £41 _ 


/ 


_ Firſt, When we ſeek our own Things, .with- 
of God, his 
Glory, the [Intereſt of his Kingdom, and of 
true Religion and Virtue: ; this is that ſeeking 
their omn Things, which St. Pau! more parti- 

cularly accuſeth and condemneth the Men of 

his time for; All ſeek their own, not the Things 


Regard to the Things 


cf Inordiiidie 'SELF-Liove. 3 
Regard to the Things of Cod, to the publick 
Good, or the Good of other particular Per- 


| which-are Feſus Criſs. And this Men are 


1. When they are ſo intirely taken up with 
purſuing their own private Intereſt, that they 
ſeem to have caſt off all Regard to God; when 
they grudge the ſpending any of their Time in 
the Worſhip and Service of God, or in promo» 
ting Religion and Piety, as Exerciſes imperti- 
nent and inſignificant to any of thoſe. Deſigns, 
which they are concerned for the accompliſh- 
ing of ; when they care not how God is 
diſhonoured, or what Reproach they bring up- 
on the Goſpel of Chriſt, ſo they can but thrive 
in their Eſtates, or riſe in Preferments, or 
gratify their own Luſts or Paſſions; when chey 
make no Scruple of trampling upon any of the 
Las of God, which lie in the Way wherein 
they are proſecuting their ſelfiſn Deſigns; or 
Will not interpoſe their Endeavours to curb - 
the Inſolence of Prophaneneſs and Vice in 
others, for fear of leſſening their Intereſt in the 
ee e rails Enemies 


a — N * . „* de —_ 1 __ 
— . mne 5 0 


Enemies of God and Religion. In all ſuch 
_ Cafes as theſe, Men are notoriouſly guilty of 
a finful ſeeking their own Things, and not the 
Things of God.  And'allo, © 


_ '2dly, When though they ſeem to have ſome 
regard for the 'Things of God, yet they are 
more earneſtly concerned in promoting their 

own temporal Advantage. They do not firſt 
| ſeek the Kingdom of God and his Righteouſneſs , 
they are hearty, vigorous and unwearied in 
the purſuit of ſome worldly Intereſt ; but they 
are Cold and Negligent, Faint and Weary in 
the Service and Worſhip of God: Like thoſe = 
. covetous Fews, who ſaid, When 
| mos vun 3. wil the New Moon be gone, that 
we may ſell Corn? and the Sabbath, that we 
may ſet forth Wheat '? They long to return to 
their more agreeable and gainful Employments, 
If they part with any of their Subſtance for 
. ſuch Uſes, whereby God may be honoured, it 
eis given grudgingly and as of Neceſſity; But 
they can freely and chearfully lay it out to 
feed their Luſts, to gratify their Pride or Re- 
venge, or to ſerve the Ends of their Ambition. 
f theyhave Power or Authority delegated tothem, 
| they are, with ſome Difficulty and Reluctance, 
brought to improve them to the Honour of 
| God, and the Maintenance of true Religion and 
Virtue, but they readily employ their utmoſt 
' Skill andinduſtry to manage them fo as may be 
maoſt for their own Profit and Advantage. In 
| all fuch Caſes, Men are manifeſtly guilty 15 4 
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Sin condemned in the Text, of ſeeking their own 
things, and not the things which are God's. 0 
For if we ſeek any thing more than theſe, [= - 
with our firſt and beſt Endeavours, ſuch an 
inferior Regard to him, to his Glory, and the 
Intereſt of his Kingdom, will be as nothing '1 
in God's Account; or rather, he will reje& it | 
with Indignation, as an high Affront offered 
to him, in thus preferring the Creature before 
Him our Creator, God Bleſſed for evermoree. 


3. When Men put on a Form of Godlineſs, | 
and make a ſhew of Zeal for God and Relig :: 
on, but chiefly ſeek their own Temporal Inte- "A 
reſt, by all their outward Expreſſions of Piety 
and Devotion. This was, the Caſe of the 
Scribes and Phariſees, againſt whom ſo many 
. were denounced 57 our 2 * RS 
They faſted often, an ed long, were 

5 4 . r the ira Oblerattion of the. 74 
Sabbath, and the external Rites of the Fewiſh 
Law: But there was nothing but Self-Intereſ 
at the Bottom of all this; they were all this 
while ſerving their Covetouſneſs and Ambition. 
They had regard not to God's Glory, but to 

their own; they did all their Works to be fi 
of Men, and to receive Praiſe and Benefit from 
them. If we ſpend never ſo much Time in 
the Worſhip of God, contend never fo earneſtly 
for the Faith, and plead never ſo warmly for 
the Support and Intereſt of the Church of 
Chriſt, we are all this while ſeeking our own ñZéꝗ 

Things, and not the Things which are God's 5 1 


2" a> 


8 ue Sin and Mühe,, 
if the carrying on an ſelfiſh, worldly. Deſign, 


be the chief End of dur + Religious Zeal and 
Performances, we ſerve not, as St. Paul ſpeaks, 
our Lord Feſus Chriſt; but our own: Belles, our 
own Luſts, and Intereſts. We do not ſerve 

| God, but ſeek to ſerve ourſelves of him, and 
* horribly prophane his holy Things, by uſing 
them to ſuch vile Purpoſes. I ſhall now con- 
BA, 55D) 0 aro el of ond 1: - 


Second: The Sin of the Text, as it may 
 Ggnify. the ſeeking our on | things, without 2 
due regard to the publick Good. "Fon > FI LOWE 


is. If. Menare notoriouſly guilty of this, when 
- they care not what publick Miſchief they do, 
o that they can but promote ſome private In- 
tereſt of their own. When, for the gratifying 
their own private Revenge, or the getting into 
2 Place which another Man poſſeſſeth, or for 
the purchaſing the Applauſe of any diſconten- 
— Pay of Men, they foment Diſorder and 
Diviſions in the Church, Tumults and Facti- 
ons in the State, or do any thing prejudicial 
to the publick Peace and Welfare. When 
they excite or propagate groundleſs Fears and 
Jealouſies, Murmurings and Complaints, where- I to 
by they diſcourage and weaken the Hands of I its 
thoſe who have the Adminiſtration of publick I are 
Matters, and give great Advantage to our the 
common Enemies ; that they may gain the off 
Fheputation of wiſe and zealous Patriots, or be 7% 
thought worthy: to be taken off from doing 
Cr Muiſchie, 
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Miſchief, - by - ſomething which may gratifie 
their Avarice and Ambition. When they de- 
ſpiſe Dominions, and ſpeak evil of Digmties, and 
endeavour to bring Contempt on their Ecoleſi- 
aſtical or Civil Governours, to the great Da- 
mage both of the Church and State, becauſe 
they are not preferr'd by them, according to 
the Value which they put upon themſelves. 
In all ſuch Caſes, which are but too common, 
we act from a Principle which is extremely 
oppoſite to that tender and affectionate Re- 
gard which we ought to have for the Peace, 
and Safety, and Happineſs of that Body, of 
which we are Members, and are highly guil- 
ty of an inordinate ſeeking our own Things. 


_ 2dly, When the publick Good is little or no 
part of our Concern, When we are ſo wholly 
taken up with ſeeking our own Things, that 
whatever our Capacities, or Opportunities, or 
particular Obligations are, to do publick Good, 
we grudge the ſpending any of our Time, or 
Care, or Labour for it. - Whereas the more 
common Good is the greater Good, and there- 
fore requires our firſt and chief Regard. The 
Health and Security of the whole Body ought. 

to be preferr d, by every Member of it, before 
its own ſingle Eaſe and Benefit. If thoſe who 
are the Miniſters of the Goſpel ſhould ſuffer 


the Body of Chriſt by an ger Purſuit of their 
9 — 


„„ 


=" * - 
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their Thoughts and Endeavours to be taken 
off from advancing the Kingdom, and edifying 


neee eee — — 
, by = 


10 be Sin and Miſchief 
own temporal Benefit or Preferment : If they 

| ſhould forſake, as Demas did, or do the impor- | 

* tant Work of their Sacred Office negligently, 


that they might be more at leiſure to enjoy 
the Profits of it, and more cloſely embrace this 
preſent World: If Magiſtrates and Officers of 
' Juſtice ſhould negle& the neceſſary and uſeful | 
Buſineſs of God's Miniſters for the Publick 
| Good, to do Fuſtice and Judgment, to pumſh e- 
5 vil daers, and to protect and encourage then 
| that do well, that they might proſecute their 
oon private Affairs, conſult their own Eaſe, 
| follow their Pleaſures, or ſecure themſelves 
| From the Hatred and Cenſures of unruly and 
wicked Men: If any of theſe, or any others 
ina more private Station, for any ſelfiſn Re. 
ſpects, will not do what is proper for them, to 
ſupport the Government, to defend their 
Country, to promote the Publick Peace and 
Welfare, and the Reformation of à crooked and 
perverſe Nation, of which they are Members, 
that ſo Iniquity may not be its Rum: All theſe 
 wouldevidently be guilty of ſeeking their own 
— Things, without a due Regard to the Publick 
Sood. I ſhall now confider, 


23 ah: The Sin of the Text, as it may fg 
nmnnißie the ſeeking our .own Things, without a 
due Kegard to the Things of other particular 
Peerxſons. This we are guilty of, not only 
when we ſeek our own private Benefit, by do- 
ing any Wrong or Injury to our Neighbour 


,, 
V. 7 1 


& 
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but alſo, when, out of any ſelfiſh- Regard, we 
negle& the doing any of thoſe good Offices 
for him, which Chriſtian Love and Charity 
oblige us to. When we prefer any little Inte- 
reſt of our own, before a manifeſtly greater In- 
tereſt of our Neighbour : When the . Intereſts 
are equal, we may prefer our own, before 
that of another ſingle Perſon ; and if they in- 
terfere, our Charity will be allowed to begin 


. 


at Home. But the Caſe is otherwiſe, where 
our Neighbour's Intereſt is apparently greater 
than ours. We muſt not prefer our own S u.. 
perfluities before his Neceflities, or refuſe to 
take off from our own Abundance, to relieve |! 
the Wants of an indigent Brother. We muſt 
not, for any little Advantage to ourſelves, ne- 
glect to aſſiſt and ſuccour him in his great Di- 
ſtreſs. That Charity which St. Paul prefers 
before all other Graces and Virtues, without 
which Faith is vain, and Hope Preſumption, 
he tells us, Seeketh not her own - It is exerciſed 
in parting with ſomething from ourſelves for 
the Benefit of another, in-employing our Time 
and Care, and Subſtance, as we have Oppartu- 
rity, in doing good to all Mer, without any ſi- 
niſter reſpect to our own Temporal Advan- 
nr nr aorta)” 


Thus I have endeavoured to explain the 
Nature of that Sin complained of in the Texts 
and to ſhew what that ſeeking our own Things, 
in Oppoſition to the Ps 0f God, the Pub- 


6 lick 
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lick Welfare, and the Good of ather particu- 


lar Perſons, is, which we ought carefully to 
teme 


And if we ſeriouſty conſider what liath been 
ſaid, we cannot but obſerve how juſtly the ſame 
Complaint may be made againſt us at this Day, 


that ull ſeek their own Things. St. Paul did not 
mean this of every particular Member in the 


Church. He gives a very different Character 


of Timothy and Epaphroditus, in this very | 
Chapter; and many others there were, at that 

- time, of the like Temper: He therefore only 
means, that a great many were infected with 
this Vice; that there were but few, in com- 
Päariſon, who were not in fome meaſure obnoxi- 
bus to this Cenſure. And we have reaſon to 
hope it is no otherwiſe to be applied to us. 
Me have fame glorious Inftances of a different 
Spirit. We have ſeen the moſt agreeable pri- 


vate Satisfactions neglected, for the fake of 


our common Safety and Happineſs, a Miniſter of 
God for Good, attending continually on this very 
thing. We have alſo an admirable Example 
before us of ſuch a ſtedfaſt Regard for God, 
the true Religion, and MW a good Conſcience, 

as the moſt tempting Offers, even of the high- 

eſt Titles and Dignity, were not able to ſhake 
or weaken. We have ſome who generouſly re- 
fuſed, or loſt the moſt alluring Objects of Co- 
vetouſneſs and Ambition, rather than comply 


with any thing which tended to the weakening 


„ Inordinute 8 EIL F-LOVE. 1 
bur. Security of that Settlement; which ve 
now moſt happily enſoy; and, by the Bleſſing 
of God, hath been effectually defended againſt 
all the Attempts of unreaſonable and wicked + 
Men to ſubvert it. Theſe Inſtances Thave mens 
tioned for the ſame Reaſon, for which St. Par? 
thought it not indecent to commend even him- 
ſelf,” and to magmfy his own 'Office, That if by 


| any means I night provoke others to Emulation. 


For afterall, we cannot ſurely but take ſo much 
Shame to ourſelves, as to confeſs, That the 
Sin of the Text is but too viſible in the Practice 
of too great a Part of all forts of Men. Hence 

it is thatwe oftentimes conſider not ſo much the 
Reaſonableneſs and Juſtice of an Undertaking, 

as the Intereſt which Men have in it, when 

we would judge of the Sincerity of their Pro- 
feſſion to engage heartily therein. How few 
are to be found, who, in good earneſt, prefer 
the Honour of God; the Intereſt of true and 

| ſubſtantial Religion, and the publick Good 
before their own private Advantage? To what 
can we attribute all our Seditious and Rebelli- 
ous Diſturbances, but to the Endeavours of 
Men to gratify their Revenge for the Diſap- 
pointment of their Covetouſneſs or Ambition? 
By what little private Conſiderations are our 
nappy Diviſions kept up, and the Church 
and Nation expoſed to all the fatal Conſe- © 
quences of a Kingdom's being divided againſt 


Laws of Juſtice and Charity do we ſee every 


it ſelf 2 What manifeſt Violations of all the 7 


dom are Mens Favours conferred for the Sake 
of ſuch Merit only, by which they have no 
Intereſt of their own ſerved? How mightily | 
hath this narrow unchriſtian Spirit prevail- 

ed amongſt us, to the Diſhonour of Almighty 
God, to the Reproach of our holy Profeſſion, 


\ ; 
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Day practiſed, in order to the raiſing an 


Eſtate? How, Mercenary are our Shews of 
Friendſhip and Love, and how backward are 
we in doing any Kindneſs to another, where 
we can hope for nothing again? And how ſel- 


and to the apparent Hazard of our Common 


Safety, and our moſt valuable and publick Bleſ- 


ſings? Let us then do all we can in our ſeveral 


Places to expoſe and correct this ſo prevailing 
2 Principle, inordinate Self- love, which is ſo 
beinous in its Nature and fo pernicious in its 

Fruits, and let us effectually root it out of our 
own Minds and Practice. Let us not ſeek our 
own Things only, but alſo the Things of Jeſus 


[12 Chr t and the Publick Good; and à we have 
Opportunity, to do all the Good we can to all 


I. Let us conſider the Example of our 
. Bleſſed Lord, whoſe Name we bear, and 


Joh. viii. 10. 


Men. And for the inforcing of this Exhorta- 


* 


2, To propound ſome proper Arguments 


EE and Conſiderations, 


- whoſe Diſciples and Followers we 
profeſs ourſelves to be. He ſought 


Xx 


5 U RS 3 


13 


\ 


not his own Glory." He did not his , © „ 
own Will, but the Will of his Father Je . 38. 
that ſent him, He came down from Heaven to 
_ redeem and fave a loſt World. For our Sakes 
he became Poor, that we, through his 


Servant, that we might be made the Sons 4 


nd 
Daughter s of the Lord Almyghty. "ha: 


| He went about doing Good, all ** TP: 
manner of Good both to Bodies and Souls of 
Men; and at length, humbled himſelf and be- 
came obedient unto Death, the painful and igno- 
minious Death of the Croſs, that he might ob- 
tain for us a moſt Glorious, a moſt Happy, 
and Everlaſting Life. Such a Charitable, Be- 
neficent, and Generous Spirit was our Bleſſed 
Lord of. Let the ſame Mind then be mus which 
was alſo in Chriſt Feſus. Let us eſteem it as 
our greateſt Glory to be thus like unto the Son 
of God, to ſbew forth the ſame Virtues, which 

_ adorned the Lite of the beſt and greateſt Man 
that ever appeared in the World, who is ado- 
red in all the Aſſemblies of the Saints, and 
whom the Anzels of God worſbip. In vain we 
call ourſelves his Diſciples, whilſt we act upon 
ſuch mean and ſelfiſn Principles, as are ſo dr 
realy contrary to that Zeal for God, and Love 
to Men, which influenced all his Actions. We 


diſhondur him we call our Lord and Maſter, and 


that holy Religion we profeſs, and deceive our 
own Souls, when we preſume to ſay we abide 


in him, and rely upon him for Salvation, if we 
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might be Rich, He took upon him the Form of 4 


- 
* — 
— 1 "Ia IE” 4 . 3 r Eg 1 » 
"OS E 2 SET TDs. RIS 7. I." * 
4 N 1 1 ; 4 
at . — r reer . N 4 


rs, 7 5 FTE * 3 1 2 q 2 

5 n * wk 8 . 
33 8 r , : 4 þ - tp a 

- ESA 2 wh HE 2 : 4 ** 

— l 7 e n . ; * . 


|- will not be perſwaded to walk af he walkeq, 
|  ari@have nothing of this Spirit of Chriſt in us. 


|. Secondly, Let us confider, and ſet before us the 
Y 0 Example of the holy. Apoſtles, Men of like Paſ- | 
fions with onrſeloes whoſe Memories are honour. | 
ed to this Day throughout all the Chriſt ian 

World, for their Zeal for God and Religion, 
and a generous and ' hearty Concern, for the 

Good of others. They freely left all they 
had to follow Chriſt. They ſou; 
eee 1 pot e own. 7 but t he Proj 
of many, that they night be aved. I hey be- | 
5 Cane all things unto all Men, that 


7 


+ 


- * = « 
— Ao 


Crag ALCRo ————— OT WA yr 


1 — 
A T * nd 


5 1 Cor. 10. 33. 


2 or. 1s. they mig bt ſave ſome. They made 
themſelves Servants to all that 
they might gain the more. They glady did 
1500 1h. end end were ſpent for the ſake 
5 of Chrift, aud his Church. They | 
underwent Bonds and Impriſonment themſelves, 
in ſeeking to redeem others from the Slavery 
of Sin and Satan. They travelled thro' the 
World to ſhew and guide in the way of Life 
and Salvation, thoſe who walk'd in Darkneſs, 
and were haſtening to Deſtruction. They 
© Ads20.24. Counted not their Lies dear unto | 
rb _ » themſelves, jo that they might f- 
iſh the Miniſtry they had received of the Lord 
FTaeſuo, and fill up the Meaſure of Ins Sufferings iſ 
for his Body's ſake the Church. What noble, 
generous, and publick-ſpirited Men were 
+ theſe? How effectually did e oe 
V uy HEX: God, 
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1 Cod aol hel Love to Mankind, ſtifle all ſel- 
ff Uderations, morti o their Affect ians to 
the moſt allufing xs of this World, and 


2 


4 


| make the, moſt painful Labours, and Loſſes, 
'Y and. Suffgrings, for the ſake of Chriſt and his 
Y Church, Matter of their Gloty and Rejoicing ? 
have not we the ſame Lord, and the ſame 
ws. Are not we Profeſſors of the ſime Rev 
ligion, and under the ſame Obligations? Do 
we not call ourſelves by the fame Name and 
pretend 10 che ſame Hopes? But, alas! how 
little of. their Spirit is to be found amongſt us? 
By what different Principles are Men generall7 
moved? BY what cantrary Rules are their 
ren And ſhould they not bluſti 
and tremble.ta think of ſuch apparent Hypo- 
criſy in their Profeſſion, and Deceitfulnefs of 
their Hopes? Can we preſume that the ſame 
Reward will crown ſuch contrary Endeavour, 
that we ſhall, reap the ſame Glory and Hp. 
neſs, by ſeeking our own Things, our owti pri- 
vate ſecular. Intereſts, which they have ob- 
tained by ſhghting; all theſe for the Service of 
God, and their Generation? © 


_ Thirdy, Let us canfider. how prejudicial | 
this ſinful ſeeking our own Things is, even to | 
our own real Intereſt in this preſent Life, 
which the ſelfiſh Man hath all his Thoughts 
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II. It may reaſonably deprive us of the 
2 . a. Aſſiſtance, the Affection and 
'Good-will of other Men, which may be of 
great Uſe and Advantage to us. Who will 
ſeck the Advancement, or endeavour to prevent 
the Fall of one, who regards no body but him- 
ſelf, who cares not what becomes of all the 
World, ſo he can but miſe his own Fortunes? 
How unworthy will ſuch Men appear of their 
1 Wealth and Preferments? And how few } 
-Þ Friends will they find in the time of need? 
Who will plead or intercede for them? Who 
will lend à hand to ſupport them in that Sta- 
5 tion, wherein they are uſeleſs to all but them- 
ſelves? But the generons, charitable, and pub- 
* lick-ſpirited Man will find many, who will 
help to uphold him in his 5 7 and to 
relieve him in his Wants. His Fall will be 
looked upon as a common Calamity ; and his | 
Defence and Relief, as the common Duty of 
all Men: And no Man's Mountain is ſo ſro, 
' - that it cannot be moved. No Man 1s10 ſelt. 
ſifficient, but, at one time or other, he may ſtand II 
in need of the Friendſhip, the good Word, and g 
Aſliſtance of others. | þ 
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ah. It way juſtly provoke God to engage I th 
his Providence in blaſting our Deſigns for our I C 

buon Intereſt, How can we expect his Bleſſing fr 
upon our Endeavours for Riches or Pre- de 
od Rea erage 


of Inordlinate SELF -LOVE. 19 
ferment, when we have no Deſign to make 
that Uſe and 1 of them, for which 
he puts ſuch Talents into our Hands? Avg 
if he ſhould think fit to try us with them for 
a while, if we hide them in 4 Napkin, and 
only _ pleaſe ourſelves with the Poſſeſſion of 
them, or ule them altogether in private Satiſ- 
fa&ions, how reaſonably may we fear that he 
will ſoon take them away from us, and give them 
to thoſe who will uſe them to better Purpoſes, 
more agreeably to his Will, more for his Ho- 

nour, and the Good of his Family? Or he maß 
Wy puniſh our Abuſe of his Bounty and Goodriefs C 
io us, with ſome other Calamity, which may 
poll the Reliſh of all our Enjoyments, and 
- WH make us ſay with Haman, in the Height of his 
| Wl Proſperity and Advancement, 4, R 
o this availeth me nothing. But how OP | 
e ſucceſsful ſoever the ſelfiſh Man may be in 
is ſeeking bis own Things, and how long ſoever 
e may poſſeſs the Fruit of his Endeavours: 
n ö 


3aly. He deprives himſelf of the beſt and 
pate Pleaſures of a proſperous State, the 
leaſure of doing more and greater Good than 
others, of being more eminently ſerviceable to 
the Honour of God, and the Intereſt of his 
Church and People, the Pleaſure which reſults 
from the Teſtimony of a good Conſcience, the 
denſe of God's particular Favour and Bleſling, 


and 
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| "Being and” "Dding 

re which. 11 fe in che v ig; one 

of Death, when, all "the oli 5 of 

Denſe. 104 App etite thatt have 10 

liſh, when Men are falling 

thoſe high Places to hie 
ced. when we are parting 


With Yi our Earthly 


Subſtance, and” going 13 yr abut of. the 
World as we came 109 itz. 15 we look 
upon with ſo myct 1 abe Sat jon then, 


as that Power, an Wiſdom, ' arid Honour 
and that Part of our Eſtates . which 
| * ſerved Go and did 800d 2. n 


4 Lash, Let Up contider how ei ive this 
W Kellng our on Things Is, to dur beſt 


and f greateſt Intereſt, our everlaſtine Ha ppi- 


neſs in another World. There the unpro Sn 
Servant {hall be caſt into outer Darkneſs, aud 
he, ſhall babe Fudgment without Mercy whe 


000 no Mercy, who had no regard for any 


tain Rich Man, who made no o- 


. 10 uſe To his Wealth, but to tloath wc in 


Purple and fine Linen, "and to fate ſim tuonſly 
every Day; i but we allo cy fo of his 


and 
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45 eit Re- 
N FEY Apa de from 1 
[ ey. Were advan- 


but himſelf. We trad of 4 cer- 


ell, i 7 his oh and in Torment, 
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aſd as fruitlefly begging for 4 Drop of Water, 
a8 Lazarus ſetths tõ have done for the Crumbs 
wich fell from bis Table. And ſuch our Savi- 
bur tells us will be the end of all thoſe ſelfiſh 
Men, who lay up Treaſure for themſelves, and 
"are not Rich towards God; who regard no- 
thing but the 1145 Benefit of their publick 

Stations, who hide or miſemploy the Talents 
ME SA Yd given them to improve to his 

Glory, and the Good of his Church and Peo- 

ple: To all theſe the great Judge of the World 

will ſay, Depart from me, ye Curſed, into E- 

verlaſting Fire, prepared for the Devil and his 

Anzels. This will be the Doom of all ſuch 


| ſlothful and N Servants. Is it not a 

, fooliſh miferabl Helke, which ingageth us 

| in ſuch a ſeeking our own Things, as will un- 

| do us for ever? Let us then root out of our 

13 W Hearts this dangerous Principle, and not ſuffer 

it MW this Guilt to abide upon us, of ſeeking our own 
1- W Things, to the Prejudice, or with the Negle& 
ble WW of the Things of God, and our Brethren. 
ud Let us every one, in our ſeveral Places, by a 


-bo W due Employment of thoſe Talents which God 


my W hath intruſted us with, heartily endeavour to 
er- promote the Honour of God, the Publick Peace 
and Welfare, and, as we have Opportunity, to 


ſeeking our own Things, our higheſt and ever- 

laſting Intereſt; for God will not forget our 
Works of Faith and Labours of Love; me 
ee e, e ee re 3 


do Good to all Men. This is the true way of 
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|| which we haye done for his Name, for his 
Church, and for his Seryants fake; but at the 
LLaſt and Great Aſſize, when we muſt all 4 
Pear before the Judgment-Seat of Chrift, fo 
1 will ſay unto us, Well done, good and faithful 
|! - Servants; having been faithful in a few Things, 
he will make us Rulers oper many Things ; he 


/ will make us Partakers of all the Glories and 
ALreaſures of Heaven, and thenceforth we ſhall 
| be for ever happy in the Joy and Preſence of 
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